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and the results on psychological tests were very poor.
According to Binet scale she ranged as 9f years mentally.
She failed on our simpler Construction Test and did very
little in the way of school work, failing to spell correctly
anything but the easiest words, or to solve any number
work but the very simplest. The case was referred to
a clinic for physical treatment and later to a convalescent
home.

Thirteen months after this we had occasion to study
this case once more. We found then that our advice
had been acted upon, with the result that the girl had
improved immensely. She had gained about twenty-six
pounds in weight, had grown an inch; her vision was
corrected by glasses, her throat was in good condition,
tonsils and adenoids had been removed. Altogether she
showed a wonderful improvement. The interesting
feature from the point of view of our present discussion
was the tremendous gain which we found on the mental
side. She now passed up through the twelve-year Binet
tests; solved correctly the Construction Test, which
was previously a failure, as well as a more difficult one,
which had not been tried before. A number of other
tests corroborated these findings. We noted that she
still was very poor in school work, but it must be remem-
bered that during the intervening period she had prac-
tically no opportunity of attending school. Further-
more, she showed little interest in school; perhaps her
discouragement was a natural state of affairs, since she
was in a very low grade for a girl of her age. But it
would be the height of folly to state that her school
retardation was an evidence of innate mental defect,
just as earlier it would have been altogether unfair not
to have taken into account the effect of the poor physical
conditions upon test results.

We may note that there are three general aspects to